Mammals encounter tougher times

Part 1

Between a fifth and a generous third of the world’s mammal species now face the
threat of extinction, according to the first comprehensive review since 1996.

Now 1,139 species rank in the most imperiled categories, the conservation monitoring
organization IUCN reported October 6 in Barcelona at its Word Conservation Congress
and in the Oct.10 Science Data from more than 1,700 experts went into this five-year
review of the conservation status of all known wild mammals for the IUCN Red List of
Threatened Species, The main global scorecard for extinction risk
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"All in All,a major event,’says Don Wilson,a mammal curator at Smithsonian
Institution in Washington,D.C.

TUC the past decade reviewed mammal’s status in1996,but things have changed since
then,says one of the leaders of the effort,conservation ecologist Jan Schipper,who works
wsith JTUCN and Consevation International.Tasmanian devils,for example,have shifted
from the”least concern”category into the endangered one.Their population shrank some
60 percent during the past decade as an infections face cancer spread through the
species.And shrinking wetlands in Asia pusher the fishing cat from vulnerable ranking
to the endangered category.
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